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CHRISTMASES 
REMEMBERED 


A SELF GUIDED TOUR 
OF HISTORICAL HOUSES 
OF ASTORIA, OREGON 


Sponsored By 


Clatsop County Historical Society 
December 7th and 8th, 1985 


Welcome to CHRISTMASES REMEMBERED, a festive 
visual reminder of the beauties of the season... 
past and present. We are glad you have joined 
us. Each location has its special charm, 
making us more aware of the pleasures of Astoria. 


We hope you will be able to enjoy the Historic 
Homes Tour during the Astoria Regatta, August 
16 & 17, 1986, when we will feature works of 
architect John E. Wicks, 1878 - 1963. The 
holiday tour next December will visit historic 
homes in Uppertown. 


Proceeds from our tours are used for the 

restoration and development of the Flavel House 
and our new museum, the Heritage Center in the 
1905 city hall building, shown as "H" on the map. 


We hope you will ask for a membership envelope 
at the front desk of Flavel House. The Clatsop 
County Historical Society newsletters will 
inform you of future tours and events, and the 
quarterly, Cumtux, is a pleasure to receive. 
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1. CHRISTMASES OF FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
Capt. George Flavel House, 441 - 8th Street 


It is appropriate that we begin our tour here. 
Mrs. Flavel's parents, the Conrad Boellings, were 
German people who in 1848 established Astoria's 
first hotel. Typical of innkeepers, they were 
outgoing and friendly. Christmas was a time for 
them to greet their fellow German-American com- 
patriots in a special way. At that time, Astoria 
was a melting pot of European and Oriental immi- 
grants. The Germans, including Swiss & Austrian, 
were a numerous and influential group---the 
Boellings, Leinenwebers, Kirchhoffs, Schmidts, 
Shamburgers, and others. 


The Flavels are remembered for their garden 
parties and church gatherings---being staunch 
Presbyterians. We are glad that the house 
continues to be where we greet our friends. 


Built in 1885, this house is one of the first 

on the Oregon coast to be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. We invite you to 
purchase the official centennial medallion either 
as a gift or a souvenir of your visit today. 


You may either proceed to #2 or, if you have 
strong horses, dash up to #7 and work down backwards 
in order to better utilize parking spaces. 


2, CHRISTMASES OF HOLIDAY TREATS 
The Frank Patton House, 636 - 14th Street 


The Rosebriar Inn, Astoria's first bed & break- 
fast hostelry of the modern era, was built in 
1902 by Frank Patton, one of the incorporators 
of the I.W. Case Bank and later president of 
Astoria Savings Bank and of Necanicum Spruce 
Lumber Co. in Seaside. Preparation of the site 
included moving a small but ornate house to 
where it now sits kitty-corner from St. Mary's 
Catholic Church on 15th & Grand. 


As you approach the front porch via the 

parking area, notice the beautiful details of 
this Colonial Revival house, particularly the 
curved glass and siding in the bay window. 
Inside, you will find Astoria's only known 
surviving example of wall stenciling, uncovered 
by the owners during redecoration. 


In 1950, the Patton family sold the house to the 
Sisters of the Holy Names, teachers at the school 
one block up the hill. For convent use, they 
extended the house southward to add a chapel and 
several bedrooms. 


Holiday refreshments will be served by the 
Rosebriar staff, assisted by Mrs. Don Marshall 


whose husband is author of Oregon Shipwrecks. 
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3. CHRISTMASES OF GOLDEN CANDLE LIGHT 
The C. H. Page House, 1393 Franklin Ave. 


Local historian Vera Gault has once again created 
an imaginative setting in what may be Astoria's 
Oldest Italianate building. We are warmed by the 
blazing fire in the "marble" fireplace and the 
gold wallpaper reflecting the candles. 


Astoria's population was only about 2,000 in 1879 
when Capt. Brown built this house to honor the 
marriage of his daughter Annie with his business 
partner Judge Charles Page who served as mayor, 
1888-1890. They later built a more spacious 
house one block up the hill, now known as the 
Elmore Apartments. 


In 1903, the house was purchased by building con- 
tractor Charles Houston, whose wife Nell was the 
1904 Regatta queen. Her jewel-studded coronation 
gown is one of the treasures of the Society. She 
insisted on the "modern" diningroom porch which 
we now call Queen Anne style. 


From 1932-1942, the Astoria Business College occu- 
pied the downstairs. Many Astorians learned to 
type and take dictation here. Divided into five 
wartime apartments, the house degenerated until 
1966 when Mrs. Gault, then a Clatsop College Eng- 
lish teacher restored it, furnishing it with 
family heirlooms. Listed on National Register of 
Historic Places. 


CHRISTMASES ON THE WING ... a scenic tour 


Whether it be "Over the river and through the i 
woods..." or just a drive through town, Christmas 

has been a time for paying special attention to your 
surroundings as you travel. The sharp eye will be 
rewarded when spying decorations in windows and 

porches. As you pass through this historic neigh- 
borhood* the following information will be interesting. 


a. 1410 Franklin - George Warren began this in 1869, 
but was killed in a logging accident. The 
widow, Mrs. Brown's sister, married banker 
I.W. Case who finished it in 1871. 


b. 1388 Franklin - Mrs. Brown's father, Charles | 


Stevens, built this in 1867, and we are 

thrilled that this is authenticated in letters 
published in Oregon Historical Quarterly. It 
was listed on the National Register this year. 


c. 1337 Franklin - Built in 1852, this is probably 
Astoria's oldest house. It was built by Capt. 
Hiram Brown who lived in it until his death in 
1892. Its generous owners frequently include it 
in tours, but this year we'll have to be satis- 
fied with just an exterior view. 


You may prefer to walk to d and e after visiting #4. 


d. 687 12th - Brothers Augustus and Ferdinand Fisher 
built this family home about 1890 after founding 
Fisher Bros. grocery & hardware store. Judge 
Boyington for whom Guy Boyington State Forest is 
named reared his family here. Like so many 
houses, it was cut into apartments, then survived 
a period of vacancy and vandalism. Nov,happily, 
it is now being rehabilitated. 


e. 1103 Grand - The 1st Presbyterian Church was 
built in 1903. The Flavel family donated the 
site and substantial funds for construction. 

* "Walking Tour of Astoria” booklet by Vera Gault 

and cassette "Tour Astoria" by Don Marshall are 
for sale at Flavel House desk. 
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4. CHRISTMASES OF FAMILY TIES 
D. K. Warren Ensemble, 656 - 11th Street 


We want to remember that not all the families who 
molded Astoria's history were the wealthy on the 
hill. Most lived in boarding houses or in cottages 
such as this. In 1895, Daniel Knight Warren who 
founded the city of Warrenton in 1880 had these 
three town houses built to rent to clerks and 
owners of small businesses. The one on the corner 
which is now being repaired eventually became the 
home of another German, candymaker Henry Hoeffler, 
who made Astoria famous in 1911] with his speciality 
boxes of Centennial Chocolates. The middle house 
was purchased in the 1920's by Ole Stone, a flour 
mill employee whose daughter still resides in it. 
The three have been nominated to the National 
Register as an historic ensemble. 


Family ties are remembered by our hosts Bob and 
Mickey Nelson with photos of their midwestern 
ancestors. Nelsons are also surrounded by their 
wonderful collection of historic Christmas 
decorations, as well as fine antiques, including 
two large pictures recently purchased from the 
Benjamin Young estate. 


Bob is manager of Youngs Bay Restaurant in 
Youngs Bay Plaza on Highway 101. 


5. CHRISTMASES OF WORSHIPPING THE CHRIST CHILD 
Apostolic Lutheran Church, 1012 Irving Avenue 


This house of worship was built between 1885 

and 1888 by an independent Finnish speaking 
congregation which today is one of only sixty 
churches of its denomination in the United States. 


The church has hosted national conventions of the 
denomination five times---in 1910, 1914, 1918, 
1925, and 1938. The 1918 convention had to be 
canceled, however, because of a worldwide 
influenza epidemic. 


Lay pastor Ben Johnson was baptized here in 
1939. The church was called the Finnish 
Apostolic Lutheran Church until about 20 years 
ago, and it held services in Finnish until 
about five years ago. 


The building's interior was remodeled in 

1928 and the exterior in 1975, but the church 
is essentially little different from what it 
Was a century ago. 


We are grateful the church members invited us 
to share in their centennial activities. 


Tour hours: Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 


as bare 


= Sai a ache 


4-5 
ae 


6. CHRISTMASES OF HOLLY AND EVERGREEN BOUGHS 
The J.H. Mansell House, 934 Irving Avenue 


Built in 1889 by insurance agent and realtor 
Mansell, it was sold in 1906 to John McCue, 
customs inspector. Later it became the 
Presbyterian parsonage, occupied by the Rev. 
W. S. Gilbert family. 


In 1916, it became the home of Widow Anna 
Fulton who rented rooms to teachers until 

1936 when she sold it to Edward Waisanen, 
owner of Ed's Toggery. The house is now 
owned by his daughter Virginia and her husband 
Leonard Kaufman. Furnishings have been in 

the family for generations. 


The present paint color inspired us to feature 
Christmas greens here. For nearly two decades, 
the Astoria Kiwanis Club has harvested, packed 
and mailed holly to raise funds for community 
projects. Inasmuchas the club has pledged to 
build handicapped access to our new museum, 
the Heritage Center, the Kaufmans have 
graciously provided space in their house for 
those who would like to place orders. 

Fresh Oregon holly is a delight to all who 
receive it. 
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7. CHRISTMASES OF HOBBIES AND HANDICRAFTS 
Old Seventh Day Adventist Church, 760 Kensington 


A house which excites the interest of local 
people is this former church, built in 1919 
and used until 1979 when the congregation com- 
pleted a new building. 


Portlanders Robert and Dorothy Miles have 
transformed it into their retirement retreat 
worthy of mention in beautiful house magazines. 
Well, at least the article in THE DAILY ASTORIAN 
intrigued us with descriptions of the bedrooms 
on the balcony, the ceramic studio in the 

tower, and the fabulous Columbia River view. 


You may not find any antiques here, and the 
decor is certainly modern, but we think you will 
enjoy getting to know the owners whose hobbies 
include scutpting, knitting, ceramics, and 
numismatics. Bob is an industrial real estate 
appraiser, and nurse Dorothy directs a nursing 
home in Seaside and is on the board of Clatsop 
Care and Rehabilitation Center. 


We have one last suggestion to help you enrich 
your holiday season (and enrich the Clatsop 
County Historical Society). On December 14 and 
15, our president Michael Foster wil] hold tours 
of his lavishly decorated home (loaded with art 
and antiques) featuring six Christmas trees and 
refreshments. Tickets are $10. (Call 325-2203 
for reservations and directions. 


